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 Jefferson
 Lincoln
 The GI Bill
 The Higher Education Act of 1965
 The proposed College Access and Completion Fund



 Fall of Berlin Wall

 First Mainstream Web Browser

 Work Flow Software

 Open Sourcing

 Outsourcing

 Offshoring

 Supply-chaining

 Insourcing

 In-forming

 “The Steroids” Wireless Mobile Digital Communication

Forces Flattening the Global Playing Field

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tom Friedman in The World is Flat, argues the global economic “playing field” has been flattened  by ten forces: the fall of the Berlin Wall, the invention of  the internet browser, work flow software, open sourcing, outsourcing, offshoring, supply-chaining, insourcing, in-forming, and “the steroids,” wireless, mobile,  digital communication. What does this mean?  Technology enables business to leap over geographical and political boundaries, and the world is now employing the U.S. “recipe” for prosperity. Capital investment and jobs are rapidly flowing all over the globe in search of competitive advantage. Source:  The World is Flat, 2004.��




Source: Geoffrey Colvin, Fortune Magazine, July 20, 2005.

 American (and Western European) workers are the 
most expensive in the world.

 What will it take for them to be worth what they cost?

 They must be the best educated in 
the world. 

The Price of American Workers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Geoff Colvin observes, “American workers are enormously more expensive than their peers almost anywhere but in Western Europe. So they must confront what may be the most important question of their working lives:  How can they be worth what they cost?” Source: “Can American’s Compete?” Fortune July 20, 2005. 



College graduates this year:

Source: Geoffrey Colvin, Fortune Magazine, July 20, 2005.

College Graduates: U.S., India, and China
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year the U.S. will generate about 1.3 million college degrees, with roughly 70,000 in engineering. India will generate 3.1 million degrees (all English speaking), including 350,000 engineers. China will generate 3.3 million degrees, and more than 600,000 engineers. We need more scientists and engineers, but we can no longer compete on the quantity of our scientific workforce; we must pay attention to quality and quantity. Source: “Can American’s Compete?” Fortune July 20, 2005.��



REVISED DATA : 4 year degrees

Source: Duke Engineering Management Program.
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College Graduates: U.S., India, and China

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year the U.S. will generate about 1.3 million college degrees, with roughly 70,000 in engineering. India will generate 3.1 million degrees (all English speaking), including 350,000 engineers. China will generate 3.3 million degrees, and more than 600,000 engineers. We need more scientists and engineers, but we can no longer compete on the quantity of our scientific workforce; we must pay attention to quality and quantity. Source: “Can American’s Compete?” Fortune July 20, 2005.��



Source: NCHEMS using Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
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Aspirations of High School Sophomores

 72% - At least a baccalaureate degree

 36% - A graduate or professional degree

 10% - Some postsecondary education

 8% - No postsecondary education

 10% - Don’t know

Source: Ingels, S.J., Burns, L.J., Chen, X., Cataldi, E.F., and Charleston, S. (2005). A Profile of the American High School Sophomore in 2002: Initial Results from 
the Base Year of the Education Longitudinal Study of 2002 (NCES 2005–338). U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC: National Center for Education 
Statistics.
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Center on Education and the WorkforceSource: Current Population Survey, Various years

79%

41%

High School or Less

Some College and AA

27%

10%

BA and above

11%

32%

0

15

30

45

60

75

1964 1966 1968 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008



Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment Situation, various years Center on Education and the Workforce
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Source: Analysis of March CPS data, 1973 to present, Center on Education 
and the Workforce forecasts of education demand to 2018. Center on Education and the Workforce
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census’ and American Community Survey

NM

NC

AK

AZ

AR

DE

GA

HI

IL

IN IA
KS

LA

ME

MD
MA

MT

NE

NV

NJ

NY

NDOH

OK

OR

PA RI

SC

SD VT

VA

WA
US

AL

CA
CO

CT

FL

IDKY

MI

MN

MS

MO

NH

TN
TX

UT
WV

WI

WY

$15,000

$22,000

$29,000

$36,000

$43,000

$50,000

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

2005

P
e
rs

o
n

a
l 
In

co
m

e
 P

e
r 

C
a
p

it
a

Percent of Adults Age 25-64 with Bachelor’s Degrees

Correlation = 0.83



College Participation 

By Achievement Test 

and Socioeconomic 

Status Quartile

SES Quartile

Lowest Highest

Achievement
Quartile

Highest 78% 97%

Lowest 36% 77%

Source: Access Denied, Department of Education, February 2001.



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

1200-1600 1100-1199 1000-1099 800-999 400-799

SAT Score

BA
+ 

At
ta

in
m

en
t R

at
e

Top SES
2nd SES
3rd SES
Bottom SES

Source: Anthony Carnevale, Liberal Education, Fall 2008, p. 58.



37.4%
41.9%

55.0%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

Current Percentage of
Adults Age 25-64 with
College Degrees, 2005

Projected Percentage in
2025 with Current Annual

Degree Production

Percentage Needed to
Reach Best-Performing

Countries

By 2025, the U.S. will fall 16 million degrees short
of this attainment rate if we fail to increase 
college degree production above the current rate.

Source: National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (2007). Adding It Up. Boulder: NCHEMS.



The United States must:

 Continue to attract talent 
from abroad 

 Increase degree 
production

7 million more degrees by 
2025

16 million more degrees by 
2025



 1.3 million degrees Added through projected population growth

 4.3 million degrees Resulting from increasing high school 
graduation rates, college-going rates of recent high school graduates, 
and postsecondary graduation rates

 4.2 million degrees Added by having half of the 8.4 million young 
U.S. adults (aged 25-34) with some college complete a degree

 2.6 million degrees Added by having a third of the 8.8 million slightly 
older U.S. adults (aged 35-44) with some college complete a degree

 3.4 million degrees Added by having fifteen percent of the 22.7 
million adults (aged 25-44) who have completed high school, but not 
attended college, complete a degree



 Nearly everyone, and many who are not now 
enrolling

 And we must become more successful in 
graduating higher numbers of those who 
now enroll



Paul Lingenfelter, President

State Higher Education Executive Officers
www.sheeo.org

(303)541-1605

Paul@sheeo.org
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